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DETAILED ACTION - 

1. This action is in response to applicant's response filed on October 5, 2006. Claims 1,3-10 
are now pending in the present application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was pubUshed under Article 2 1 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1,3-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Khakoo et al 
US Patent 2003/0135569. 

Regarding claim 7, Khakoo teaches a method of managing incoming messages in a. 
communications system (abstract) comprising the steps of: 

upon receipt of a message checking if a pre-defined availability status (step 310; fig. 3) 
allocated to a predetermined r ecipient of the call is activated, (abstract; fig. 2; paragraphs 
0018,0022 and 0023); 

upon activation of a pre-defined availability status applying a pre-defined filter rule to the 
call in accordance with the activated availability status, (paragraphs 0018,0020 and 0021); and 

executing a message handling action associated with the activated availability status, 
(paragraphs 0023); 
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wherein the availability status is selectable for activation by the predetermined recipient 
of the call (paragraph Q02Q V 

Regarding claim J, Khakoo, as applied to claim 1, teaches wherein only one availability 
status is activated at a time, (paragraph 0020). 

Regarding claim 4, Khakoo, as applied to claim 1, teaches wherein any message is 
signalized and routed to the recipient by applying the filter rule relating to an availability status 
in which the recipient is prepared to receive messages, (paragraphs 0023 and 0024). 

Regarding claim 6, Khakoo, as applied to claim 1, teaches wherein any message is 
forwarded to another pre-defined recipient by executing the message handling action, (fig. 11; 
paragraphs 0024 and 0025). 

Regarding claim 7, Khakoo, as applied to claim 1, teaches wherein the message handling 
action comprises notifying the recipient of attempted communication by means of a message 
directed to a selected communication device allocated to the recipient, (paragraphs 0023 and 
0024). 

Regarding claim 9, Khakoo teaches an apparatus for managing incoming messages in a 
communications system (abstract) comprising: 

means for checking, upon receipt of a message, if a pre-defined availability status 
allocated to a predetermined recipient of the message is activated, (paragraphs 0018,0022,0023); 

means for applying, upon activation of a pre-defined availability status, a pre-defined 
filter rule to the message in accordance with the activated availability status, (paragraphs 
0018,0020,0021), and 
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means for executing a message handling action associated with the activated availability 
status, (paragraph 0023).; 

wherein the availability status is selectable for activation by the predetermined recipient 
of the call, (paragraphs 0020-0021). 

Regarding claim 10, Khakoo teaches a computer program product stored on a computer 
usable medium (abstract) comprising: 

computer readable means for causing a computer to check, upon receipt of a message, if a 
pre-defined availability status allocated to a predetermined r ecipient of the call is activated, 
(paragraphs 0018,0022,0023); 

computer readable means for causing the conputer to apply, upon activation of a pre- 
defined availability status, a pre-defined filter rule to the message in accordance with the 
activated availability status, (paragraphs 00 1 8,0020 and 002 1 ); and 

computer readable means for causing the computer to execute a message handling action 
associated with the activated availability status, (paragraph 0023); 

wherein the availability status is selectable for activation by the predetermined recipient 
of the call, (paragraphs 0020-0021). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
haying ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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5. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham y. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 USPQ 459 
(1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining obviousness under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating obviousness 
or nonobviousness. 

6. Claims 5 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Khakoo in 
view of Tiliks. 

Regarding claims 5 and 8, Khakoo does not teach of wherein only messages from a 
predetermine set of sender are signalized and forwarded to the recipient and wherein the 
destination is associated with an entry in a personal scheduler. 

In the same field of endeavor, Tiliks teaches wherein only calls/messages originating 
from a pre-determined set of callers are signalized and forwarded to the recipient by applying the 
filter rule, (paragraphs 0090 and 0097) and wherein the call is routed to a destination associated 
with an entry in a personal scheduler of the recipient, (fig. 11; paragraphs 0141 and 0145). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Khakoo by routing the messages to destination associated with an 
entry in a personal scheduler as taught by Tiliks so that the message recipient can easily change 
their schedule and rules for receiving messages and/or calls. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments filed October 5, 2006 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 
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Applicant contends that Khakoo does not teach "wherein the availability status is 
selectable for activation by the predetermined recipient of the call and/or message". The 
Examiner respectfully disagrees. 

Starting from paragraph 0020, Khakoo teaches that the presence database maintains 
information for each user which indicates whether or not a user is present at a certain device. 
Following to the next paragraph, Kahkoo states that the presence is update based on a detection 
of the "manual registration by the user". Hence when the user manually registers with e.g. the 
instant messaging service, then the user is selectively activating the presence at the device and 
thus the presence database will reflect this information as taught in paragraph 0020. 

Conclusion 

8. Applicant's arriendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, TfflS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time poUcy as set forth in 37 CFR 1. 136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

9. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 
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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 

or faxed to: 

(571) 273-8300, (for formal communications intended for entry) 

Or: 

(571) 273-7537, (for informal or draft communications, please label 
"PROPOSED** or "DRAFT") 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to: 

Customer Service Window 
Randolph Building 
401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, VA 223 14 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ovidio Escalante whose telephone number is 571-272-7537. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-Th from 6:30AM to 3:00PM. The examiner can also be 
reached on alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Fan S. Tsang can be reached on 571-272-7547. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
AppHcation Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for pubHshed applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
appHcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
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system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 

system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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